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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 


May  1982  Applications  for  Membership;  The  following  persons  have  ap- 
plied for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  July 
1,  1982,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 


1921-MT  Efrain  Villalba 

(Algeria,  Columbia,  Egypt,  Finland,  Hungary,  Panama, 
Spain,  U.S.  Paper  Money) 

1922  Jerry  Brown,  529  S.  W.  29,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  73109 
(Dealer  in  World  Coins) 


1923- MT  Wayne  Towe,  3100  N.W.  35th  PI.,  Oklahoma  City,  Okla.  73112 

1924- MT  Dieter  Scholz,  Iffelsdorf  14,  D-8473  Pfreind,  West  Germany 

(Geographic  Motives  on  Coins,  Western  Europe  after  1975) 


1925 

1926 

1927- MT 

1928- MT 


1929 


John  Manchek 

(Canada,  Czechoslovakia,  Palestine,  Russia) 

Neil  Willis,  P.  0.  Box  695,  Burbank,  Calif.  91503 

Dr.  Howard  J.  Reuben,  320  W.  Gardenia  Drive,  Phoenix,  AZ  85021 

Cyril  Trvlac,  36  Garland  Rd.,  Dollard  des  Ormeau,  P.Q.,  Canada 
H9G  2P4 

(Silver  Crowns  & Proofs,  Ancient  Greek  Tetradrachms) 

Dwayne  A.  Witter,  9132  Toledo  Ave.  N,  Brooklyn  Park,  MN  55443 
(Canadian  Coins  & Tokens , Coins  of  India) 


CORRECTION  IN  APPLICATION  LISTING;  The  following  is  a correction  for 
member  number  1884  which  appeared  in  the  January  issue: 

1884  Mr.  F.  K.  Sidi,  20  High  St.,  Exeter  EX4  3LL,  Devon,  England,  GB 
(Fatimid  & Allied  Dynasties  of  N.  Africa,  Egypt  & Syria, 
and  disposing  of  world  coins,  on  Want  List  & Job  Lots) 

***** 


DONATIONS  REPORT:  We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations 

received  since  the  last  report: 


Name 


Type  of  Donation 


CAMPBELL,  I.  C.  G. 
F0RW00D , Edmund 
FRALEY,  Marvin  L. 
KULSE,  Granvyl  G.,  Jr. 
KING,  E.  D. 


500  Coins  (NVS) 
$10.00  Cash 
41  coins  ($407.50) 
400  coins  (NVS) 

21  coins  ($111.75) 


NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  Donor 


Preference  of  Use 

NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Library  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  Reference  Collection 


****** 
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LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


I.  Special  thanks  to  Marvin  L.  Fraley  for  having  donated  the  current 
eidition  of  the  following  book: 

MEVIUS,  JOHAN.  Speciale  Catalogus  van  de  Nedevlandse  munten  van 
1795  tot  heden.  Met  Ned.  West-Indie , Suriname , Curagao , Ned. 
Antillen.  Pub.  1982,  13th  ed . , 1.1 7pp,  illus. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  we  would  also  like  to  thank  I.  C.  G. 
Campbell  and  Marvin  L.  Fraley  for  their  donations  of  price  lists, 
magazines  and  other  related  numismatic  material  to  the  Library. 

III.  The  Library  has  received  two  more  slide  sets  from  the  Seaby 
collection  in  London.  They  are  available  for  check-out. 

25.  English  Silver  Crowns.  Edward  VI  to  Elizabeth  II.  (30  slides) 

26.  Coins  of  Bible  Days.  (30  slides).  (Any  Sunday  School  teachers 

out  there?) 


Granvy  G.  Hulse,  Jr. 

NI  Librarian 

***** 

NUMISMATIC  ACHIEVEMENT  AWARDS  ANNOUNCED  FOR  BEST  ARTICLES  IN  1981 

Eleven  (11)  "Numismatic  Achievement  Awards"  were  presented  by  the 
Selection  Committee  recently  for  the  best  articles  published  in  the 
NI  BULLETIN  during  1981. 

Recipients  of  the  awards  are  being  honored  for  service  to  the  organiz- 
ation through  writing  original  numismatic  articles  for  publication 
in  the  NI  BULLETIN. 

Winning  awards  published  during  the  period  of  January  1981  through 
December  1981  were: 

Walter  Bergman 

0.  D.  Cresswell 
R.  B.  F.  Dauwe 

W.  A.  Haskell 
R.  J.  Hebert 

Kenneth  A.  Jacob 
Kenneth  M.  MacKenzie 
Robert  Reis 
Nicholas  G.  Rhodes 
Jerry  F.  Schimmel 


"The  Background  Story  of  the  Hong  Kong  Dollar, 
1866/68"  (December) 

"Victorian  Bun  Head  Pennies"  (July) 

"Coins  Circulating  in  Egypt  During  the  Last 
Quarter  of  the  Third  Century  A.D.  (January) 

"Notgeld  of  Paderborn"  (November  & December) 

"More  Countermarked  Medieval  Islamic  Coins 
(September) 

"The  Coins  of  Cilician  Armenia"  (March) 

"Ottoman  Silver  Coins  from  Cyprus"  (February) 
"Cowries"  (June) 

"The  Development  of  Currency  in  Tibet"  (October) 

"PUERTO  RICO:  Types  of  Food  Stamp  Change  Tokens" 

(August) 
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John  F.  Yarwood 


''World  War  II  Channel  Island  Tokens"  (April) 

In  addition  to  the  above,  awards  were  also  presented  to  speakers  at 
Educations  Forums  presented  at  NICE-II  and  the  ANA  Convention: 

NICE-II  Speakers: 

Walter  W.  Leonard  "Pax  Romana" 

William  F.  Spengler  "Alexander’s  Successors  in  the  East" 

ANA  Convention  Speaker: 

Scott  Semans  "Ancient  Chinese  Coins" 

********************************************************************** 


ROBERT  L.  "BOB"  CLARKE,  NI  #195 

"Bob"  Clarke,  a member  of  NI  since  October  1967,  died  on  Monday, 
March  1st  at  his  home  in  Midland,  Texas.  Bob  was  a long-time 
supporter  and  booster  of  NI,  as  well  as  a leading  contributor  to 
many  numismatic  publications  and  numismatics  in  general.  Some 
of  his  contributions  to  the  numismatic  world  included  designing 
a folder  album  for  the  coins  of  Mexico,  compiling  and  publish- 
ing the  first  coin  catalog  for  Australasia,  publishing  a Swiss 
catalog  in  English,  compiling  and  publishing  the  first  catalog 
for  minted  coins  for  Iran,  columnist  for  WORLD  COIR  NEWS  of 
Iola,  Wisconsin  and  COIN  WORLD  of  Sidney,  Ohio.  He  was  also 
a contributor  to  our  own  NI  BULLETIN . He  was  also  the  recipient 
of  many  awards  and  honors  as  a participant  and  a speaker  in 
national  and  internation  shows  and  conventions. 

At  the  time  of  his  retirement  in  1977,  he  was  vice-president  and 
resident-manager  of  Union  Oil  Co.  in  Tehran,  Iran,  having  worked 
for  Union  Oil  since  January  1941  when  he  opened  the  Midland  office 
for  the  company. 

Some  of  his  numismatic  memberships  included  California  State  Num- 
ismatic Association,  Covina  Coin  Club,  Society  of  Australasian 
Specialists/Oceana,  Royal  Numismatic  Society  of  New  Zealand,  and 
of  course  Numismatics  International.  For  his  extraordinary  sup- 
port of  the  NI  Library,  he  was  named  "Patron  of  the  Library"  in 
1979,  only  the  second  NI  member  to  be  honored  with  this  award. 

Bob  will  be  missed  by  many  of  us. 


********************************************************************** 

SWISS  HISTORY : Coinage  for  Nidwalden,  the  northern  part  of  the  Canton 

of  Unterwalden  was  struck  at  the  mint  of  Bellinzona  from  1503  to  about 
1535;  the  mint  at  Altdorf  struck  its  coinage  from  1548  to  about  1605. 
Its  independent  coinage  closes  with  an  issue  of  small  coins  in  1811 
struck  at  Schwyz . (ANS  Numismatic  Literature ) 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


More  cormcnts  on  "Chinese  Cash  Die  Error " article 


In  addition  to  Jack  H.  Smith's  comments  in  the  February  NI  BULLETIN 
regarding  Richard  Colliass'  article,  "k  Chinese  Cash  Die  Error"  (Dec. 
1981,  pp364-365)  , which  are  accurate  enough,  it  may  be  helpful  for 
other  collectors  new  to  the  traditional  Chinese  coinage  to  note  that 
Mr.  Colliass  was  incorrect  when  he  stated  that  the  Manchurian  word 
"Boo"  should  be  written  like  this:  £ . It  should  appear  this  way:  ^ , 

which  is  in  fact  how  it  does  appear  in  the  photo  and  on  billions 
of  Ch ' ing  dynasty  coins.  There  are  slight  variations  of  this  form, 
but  they  do  not  alter  its  general  appearance. 

Although  there  is  no  shortage  of  literature  on  the  subject  of  Chinese 
and  East  Asian  coinage,  a basic  text  for  the  beginner  or  general  col- 
lector indeed  seems  to  be  quite  rare.  Two  books  that  stand  out  as 
particularly  valuable  ref erences f or  such  collectors  are  Werner  Burger's 
Ch'ing  Cash  until  1735  and  P'eng  Hsin-wei's  Chung-kuo  huo-pi  published 
in  1958  by  the  Shanghai  People's  Press.  The  copy  that  I have  of  Dr. 
Burger's  book  was  published  in  Taiwan  by  Mei  Ya  Publications,  Inc.  in 
1976,  and  as  far  as  I know,  both  works  are  not  readily  available  in 
the  United  States.  The  former  aims  more  at  the  advanced  or  more  inter- 
ested student,  but  contains  a wealth  of  information  that  would  be  of 
value  to  a general  collector.  The  latter,  unfortunately  for  most 
Americans  and  Europeans,  is  written  in  Chinese. 

Now,  giving  Mr.  Colliass  the  benefit  of  the  doubt,  the  coin  pictured 
in  his  article  is  interesting  in  its  own  right.  It's  not  possible  for 
me  to  write  that  the  coin  is  a forgery  without  seeing  it  personally, 
but  by  the  photograph,  it  looks  like  it  could  be. 

One  method  of  producing  forgeries  of  the  traditional  coinage  was,  and 
in  some  cases  still  is,  to  fuse  two  coins  together  to  produce  a single, 
heavier,  and  more  valuable  coin.  I saw  several  examples  of  this  both 
in  coin  shops  and  in  a most  reputable  collection  (kept  as  a represent- 
ation of  the  type)  while  I was  living  in  Taiwan  last  year.  In  this 
type  of  fusion  forgery,  a seam  where  the  two  coins  meet  is  usually 
noticeable,  especially  on  the  inner  surfaces  of  the  filing  hole. 

Thus,  it  may  be  possible  that  Mr.  Colliass  has  a coin  on  which  the 
obverse  and  reverse  sides  are  out  of  their  proper  relationship. 

David  A.  Coia 

Columbus,  Ohio 


Replies  to  " Uncatalogued  Nazi  100  Reichsmark  Banknote " in  March  issue 

It  is  correct  that  the  note  mentioned  by  Mr.  Etzel  was  photo-mechanic- 
ally  reproduced,  if  its  serial  number  is  T. 7396475. 

P180a , 10  Reichsmark,  P182b  50  Reichsmark  and  P183a  Reichsmark  were 
photo— mechanically  produced  by  the  Reichsbank  offices  in  Graz,  Linz 
and  Salzburg.  The  notes  are  nick-named  "Schorner  notes"  after  the 
commanding  officer. 
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The  three  notes  show  a very  significant  difference  from  the  original 
banknotes.  They  have  a penalty  clause  printed  above  the  watermark  on 
the  left  margin.  All  10  Reichsmark  notes  are  numbered  D. 02776733, 
while  the  50  RM  note  is  numbered  E. 06647727  and  the  100  RM  is  T. 7396475. 

The  notes  are  listed  in  the  Standard.  Catalog  of  World  Paper  Money , by 

Albert  Pick,  as  numbers  188,  189  and  190. 

Very  interesting  additional  information  can  be  found  in  "Das  Notenbuch", 
Katalog  der  deutschen  Banknoten  ab  1874 , by  Dieter  Hoffmann.  "A  5 
Reichsmark  note  with  serial  //G13663932  dated  1.08.1942,  a photo-mechan- 
ically  produced  emergency  issue,  is  in  the  collection  of  the  Meunzkabi- 
nett  of  the  Kunsthistorische  Museum  in  Vienna,  Austria." 

Mr.  Hoffmann  further  refers  to  an  article  in  Neuer  Hannoverscher  Kurier, 
Nr.  14  of  August  3,  1945.  The  article  reports  on  the  existence  of  the 
notes,  lists  the  serial  numbers,  major  points  of  identification  and  the 
expiration  date  of  August  3,  1945.  The  notes  were  to  be  redeemed  by 
banks  and  savings  institutions  by  no  later  than  August  11,  1945. 

The  regular  Reichsmarks  notes  P180,  181,  182  and  183,  186  remained  in 
circulation. 


Beate  Rauch, 

Los  Angeles,  California 


Gives  plaudits  to  the  NI  Attribution  Service 

Just  a note  - sent  a piece  to  the  Attribution  Committee  (Charles  Panish) . 
What  a service!  Great!  Encourage  others  to  use  it. 

Bruce  Donahue 
Accord,  Massachusetts 

*********************************************************************** 
WARRING  STATES  PERIOD  (475-221  B.C.)  GOLD  COINS  FOUND  IN  CHINA 

Reprinted  from  the  SAN  FRANCISCO  CHRONICLE,  March  17,  1982 

A Chinese  peasant  cleaning  a drainage  ditch  discovered  a rare  2200- 
year-old  bronze  vessel  filled  with  44  pounds  of  gold  coins  and  other 
objects,  the  official  news  agency  Xinhua  reported  yesterday  (Beijing). 

Xinhua  said  the  pot,  inlaid  with  gold  animals,  was  the  first  of  its 
kind  found  in  China,  and  archeologists  judged  that  it  came  from  the 
latter  part  of  the  Warring  States  period  (475-221  B.C.). 

Among  11  gold  coins  from  the  ancient  state  of  Chu  was  the  biggest  of 
its  kind  ever  found  in  China,  measuring  5 x 3.1  inches,  the  agency 
said.  Archeologists  were  quoted  as  saying  such  coins  circulated 
among  the  upper  class  at  the  time. 

Xinhua  said  the  treasures  were  found  February  10  in  Jiangsu  Province's 
Xuyi  County,  about  185  miles  northwest  of  Shanghai.  Xuyi  once  was  a 
key  district  of  Chu,  and  the  objects  were  believed  connected  with  the 
Chu  royal  court,  it  said.  (Associated  Press) 
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INFORMATION , Please 


The  token  illustrated  to  the  left 
has  identical  designs  on  both  sides 


Can  any  NI  member  help  me  identify 
this  piece? 


I have  seen  a similar  token  in 
Beschveibung  dev  bekanntesten  Kup- 
tevmunzen,  by  Josef  Neumann,  Vol. 
VI,  facsimile  reprint  of  the  first  edition  of  1872,  Johnson  Reprint 
Corporation,  New  York  and  London,  1966.  Churches  or  ecclesiastical 
corporations  have  struck  such  "tokens'',  or  "Tessere",  in  Italy. 


Christa  Persing 
Halle-Neustadt , GDR 


The  piece  to  the  left  has  been  re- 
searched by  dealer  R.  C.  Soxman 
(LIMARC) , NI  Attribution  Committee 
Chairman  Charles  K.  Panish  and  my- 
self, all  to  no  avail.  Now  I would 
like  to  seek  the  help  of  the  entire 
NI  Membership. 

The  envelope  in  which  it  was  contained,  had  the  following  description: 

BATAVIA  - 3 AE  Plantation  Token  - "3"  in  wreath/"K"  in  wreath  - Ex 
Stepanik  Coll.  (1961)  - J.  Schulman  #739. 

Penciled  in  by  another  owner  is  "Y1  (18th-19th  Cent)XX"  and  "Sz  (10/68)" 

Mr.  Soxman  stated  that  the  "Sz  (10/68)"  indicates  the  coin  was  bought 
from  Alfred  Szego  in  October,  1968. 

Mr.  Panish  stated  that  the  "Schulman  #739"  referred  to  item  No.  739 
of  the  J.  Schulman  sale  catalogue  of  Nov.  7 to  9 , 1960,  which  was  a 
Batavian  copper  plantation  token  listed  in  the  catalogue  as  "ex- 
Stephanik  collection  #6454".  He  also  stated  that  the  Stephanik  col- 
lection was  sold  by  Frederick  Muller  of  Amsterdam  in  his  sale  of  Dec. 

12  to  20,  1904;  and  item  #6454  in  his  catalogue  is  indeed  a copper 
plantation  token  described  as  having  a "3"  in  a wreath  on  one  side 
and  an  impaired  monogram  of  the  Dutch  East  India  Co.  in  a wreath  on 
the  other  side.  The  #6454  piece  and  my  piece  are  of  the  same  size  and 
weight,  and  both  have  the  same  wreaths,  but  the  VOC  impaired  monogram 
instead  of  a "K"  makes  the  two  pieces  different. 

One  possibility  is  that  the  piece  may  be  a charity  token.  Can  anyone 
help  out? 


Marvin  L.  Fraley 
Lubbock,  Texas 
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I have  a 30mm  round  brass  token  with  the  obverse  bearing  the  denomin- 
ation ,!50  Fc"  and  the  lengend  "West.  Congolese  Corp.  Ltd.'1.  The  re- 
verse presents  the  same  "50  Fc"  in  the  field  with  "Valeur"  (French 
word  for  value)  below.  No  date. 

Who  was  this  West.  Congolese  Corp.  Ltd.,  most  likely  established  in  a 
French  speaking  country  (Fc  could  mean  Francs  Congolais)?  Society 
for  railroad  construction,  for  mines  exploitation?  I know  of  similar 
tokens  with  nominal  values  of  10  and  25  Fc.  Can  anyone  help? 

Jacques  Stoquart 
Jambes,  Belgium 

********************************************************************* 
ORIGIN  0 F COPPER- WORKIN G 

by  Collectors  Research  Ltd. 

(reprinted  with  permission) 

Although  for  centuries  man  had  known  that  certain  green  and  brown  stones 
could  be  hammered  into  tools  and  weapons  of  superior  hardness  and  dura- 
bility, he  had  to  wait  for  copper-smelting  to  be  invented  before  the 
Bronze  Age  could  be  ushered  in. 

The  old  theory  that  this  process  was  discovered  when  "copper  ore  was 
accidentally  melted  in  a campfire"  is  without  basis;  a campfire  rarely 
exceeds  600-700  Centigrade  whereas  copper  requires  a temperature  of 
1085  C to  melt.  This  can  only  be  achieved  by  the  use  of  the  blowpipe 
or  bellows  and  how  did  this  come  about? 

Pottery  is  the  answer.  Hard-fired  pottery.  In  the  development  of  this 
ware,  man  had  passed  the  stage  of  dried  mud  to  dried  clay  to  weak-fired 
clay  to  hard-fired  ware,  the  last  due  to  the  firing  kiln  which  at  this 
time  had  come  to  utilize  a bellows  or  blow-pipe  system.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  copper-smelting  was  discovered  while  using  a copper  frit 
or  glaze  on  the  fired  pots. 

Where  this  first  took  place  is  a matter  of  discussion  and  argument  among 
leading  archaeologists  but  by  a plurality,  the  votes  place  it  in  the 
area  between  the  Black  and  Caspian  Seas  in  about  the  mid-fourth  mil- 
lenium  BC.  This  area  gets  the  vote  since  at  this  period  it  (1)  was  situ 
ated  in  fairly  copper-rich  country,  (2)  was  known  to  have  produced  hard- 
fired  pottery  and  (3)  possessed  ample  timber  to  supply  fuel  for  the 
potter  and  later  the  metal  worker. 

This  discovery  immediately  created  three  new  types  of  employment  - the 
miner,  the  metal-worker  (who  smelted  the  ore  and  sold  it  in  ingot  form) 
and  the  smith  who  made  the  actual  tools,  weapons  or  ornaments.  The 
first  two  had  to  be  near  the  source  but  the  smith  could  be  located  hun- 
dreds of  miles  away. 

The  discovery  of  bronze  is  usually  credited  to  Sumer  about  3000  BC; 
possibly  the  discovery  that  copper  mixed  with  a certain  amount  of  tin 
made  an  alloy  superior  to  both  was  made  by  accident  but  although  the 
Sumerians  possessed  little  theoretical  metallurgical  knowledge,  they 
were  practical  observers  and  soon  worked  out  the  best  proportion  to  use. 
In  a relatively  short  time,  this  knowledge  had  been  disseminated  through 
out  most  of  the  known  world. 
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TWO  RUSSIAN  COLLECTORS ' PUNCHES 
by  Randolph  Zander,  NI  HHLM 

(Editor,  JOURNAL  of  the  Russian  Numis.  Society,  from  whose  publication 
this  is  reprinted  with  permission, from  Issue  #3,  June  1981) 

The  custom  of  marking  one's  coins  is  an  old  one.  Even  nowadays  there 
are  those  who  apply  invisible  chemical  marks,  which  react  in  the  proper 
light.  There  was  a period,  in  Europe,  when  many  methodical  collectors 
who  wrote  on  their  coins  in  India  ink  the  same  numbers  they  had  assigned 
to  them  in  their  inventory.  Anyone  who  has  these  knows  how  stubbornly 
the  ink  resists  removal  without  hurt  to  the  coin. 

The  ultimate  irremovable  form  of  collectors'  mark,  however,  is  the  ini- 
tial or  devise  hammered  into  the  coin's  surface  with  a small  punch  Two 
well-known  Russian  examples  come  to  mind: 

(1)  Count  Emeric  Hutten-Czapski , the  celebrated  author,  whose  Russian 
collection  was  bought  in  the  1880s  by  the  Grand  Duke,  and  whose  Polish 
collection  (at  least  in  part)  is  in  the  Krakow  Museum 

(2)  Grigorii  Ivanovich  Lisenko,  whose  vast  collection  was  finally  dis- 
persed in  1853  to  satisfy  creditors  some  11  years  after  his  death. 

Count  Hutten-Czapski  stamped  his  coins  on  the  obverse,  usually  in  the 
lower  left  sector  of  the  field,  between  portrait  and  legend,  with  a 
miniscule  "c".  The  stamp  is  lightly  and  neatly  applied.  It  can  be 
seen  on  several  coins  of  the  Grand  Duke's  collection  as  illustrated  in 
his  corpus,  e,g.  the  unique  20-ruhle  piece  of  1755,  where  it  appears 
just  to  the  right  of  the  E.M.  Nearly  all  of  the  gold  coins  of  the 
Czapski-stamped  coins  are  now  in  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  but  of 
the  gold  coins  of  the  Grand  Duke's  collection  sold  in  1950  at  Christie  s 
in  London,  some  49  bore  the  Czapski  stamp.  In  addition,  the  Grand  Duke 
would  have  disposed  of  Czapski  duplicates  in  other  metals  which  he  did 
not  need. 

G.I.  Lisenko  used  a slightly  oval  stamp  about  3.5mm.  wide,  with  the 
cipher,#!  for  r Jl.  It  is  usually  applied  toward  the  lower  edge  of  the 
bust  or  on  the  field  just  to  the  right  of  it;  it  is  far  more  obtrusive 
that  the  preceding.  It  can  be  detected,  as  an  example,  on  the  1730 
Ruble  of  Anna,  GM  (George  Micha i lovitch , Monnaie  de  Russie  1728-1895) 

No.  10,  on  plate  1. 

Neither  of. these  marks  is  particularly  objectionable.  Perhaps  it's 
making  the  best  of  a bad  thing,  but  the  evidence  of  famous  provenance 
should  fairly  well  counterbalance  the  slight  disfigurement. 

As  a footnote,  some  35  years  ago  at  A.H.  Baldwin  & Sons  I bought,  among 
a large  selection  of  Russian  copper  coins,  two  extremely  well  preserved 
original  strikes  of  the  Siberian  series.  Each  carried  a collector  s 
mark:  in  this  case  a small  three-digit  number  somewhat  carefully  punched 
in.  Albert  Baldwin  remembered  that  they  had  had  in  stock  various  other 
Russian  coppers  with  the  same  punch-marks  but  did  not  recollect  the 
exact  provenance. 
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SMALL  CASH  COINS  OF  RYUKYU 

by  Robert  Mike  Jones 3 NI 
Illustrations  by  Hisako  Jones 

From  ancient  times,  the  Ryukyu,  which  consists  of  fifty-five  islands, 
had  been  a political  dominion  of  China  and  Japan,  but  sometimes  during 
the  15th  century,  the  major  islands  of  Ryukyu,  consisting  of  Miyako, 
Ishigaki,  and  Oshima  were  brought  into  unification  under  the  Japanese 
control.  During  this  time,  trades  between  them  flourished  and  the  is- 
lands of  Ryukyu  reached  the  heights  of  their  prosperity. 

Since  the  majority  of  circulating  coinage  were  of  Chinese  origin  at 
the  time,  it  was  far  more  convenient  for  Japanese  to  issue  their  own 
coinage  for  trading  purposes  between  the  islands.  It  is  unknown  how 
extensively  the  new  coins  were  circulated,  but  it  is  evident  that  the 
said  coins  were  only  a small  part  of  transactions,  as  rice  and  silk 
were  still  the  prime  medium  of  exchange.  At  any  rate  the  art  of  casting 
had  been  long  forgotten  by  the  Japanese  as  centuries  had  passed  since 
the  Heian  period  of  which  any  casting  had  been  done.  For  that  reason 


Fig.  1.  Fig  2. 

EI-RAKU-TSU-HO  SEI-KO-TSU-HO 

their  first  attempt  to  cast  were  done  rather  crudely  and  used  the  Chi- 
nese coins,  EI-RAKU-TSU-HO , as  a model  and  by  effacing  the  top  and  bot- 
tom characters  of  the  said  coin  took  an  impression  on  the  mould  and 
carving  upon  it  the  characters  of  SEI-K03  which  were  to  be  the  first, 
of  three  types  of  early  Ryukyu  cash  coins.  Figure  1 illustrates  the 
Chinese  coin,  EI-RAKU-TSU-HO 3 while  Figure  2 represents  a product  of 
their  ingenious  imagination,  SEI-KO-TSU-HO. 


I shall  attempt  here  to  list  the  major  varieties  of  Ryukyu  cash  issued 
during  the  Muromachi  period,  1333-1573.  Please  keep  in  mind  that  the 
illustrations  given  are  for  the  convenience  of  distinguishing  between 
varieties  and  are  not  of  actual  rubbings. 


Fig.  3 (left)  illustrates 
EN-SETSU-  SEI 

Fig.  4 (right)  illustrates 
~ SAN-JIU-  SEI-KO 
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ihe  first  four  varieties  are  that  of  SET-KO-TSU-HO , issued  in  the  year 
1446.  Figure  3 illustrates  a variety  known  as  EN-SETSU-SEI , perhaps 
the  commonest  variety  of  this  type.  The  top  character,  SEJ , has  a 
rounded  corner  on  fifth  stroke;  the  character  is  slightly  to  the  right 
of  central  hble  while  the  bottom  character  leans  to  the  left.  Figure 
4 is  that  of  SAN-J IU-SE 1 -K0.  This  is  a very  scarce  variety  with  no 
intersecting  horizontal  line  in  top  stroke.  MIGI-YORI-SEI-KO , Figure  5, 


Fig,  5 

MIGI-YORI-SEI-KO 


Fig.  6 
MU-TEN -K0 


is  another  rare  variety  of  this  type  with  its  characteristic  being  the 
top  character  leaning  to  the  left  of  the  central  hole.  The  words 
MIGI-YORI  literally  translate  to  "Leaning  to  Right",  but  from  the  il- 
lustration it  is  obvious  this  is  not  the  case.  Perhaps  the  explanation 
for  calling  this  coin  MIGI-YORI-SEI-KO  is  that  whoever  termed  it  must 
have  meant  that  the  top  character  is  leaning  to  the  right  when  being  ob- 
served from  the  coin  itself.  The  last  major  variety  of  this  type  is 
Figure  6 and  it  is  known  as  MU-TEN-KO.  It  translates  to  "Without  a 
Stroke  on  the  Character  KO . " Note  the  bottom  character  and  will  see 
that  a small  top  stroke  is  missing. 


Fig.  7 Fig.  8 

SHO-  DA  I-  TA I-SEI  GYO-  DAI -T A I -SET 

The  next  type  was  also  made  by  using  the  previous  mentioned  Chinese 
coin,  Figure  1,  as  a model,  so  in  most  cases  the  right  and  left  char- 
acters are  identical  to  the  SEI-KO-TSU-HO  mentioned  above.  Figure  7 
is  a variety  of  TAI-SEI-TSU-HO 3 known  as  SHO-DAI-TAI-SEI , and  it  is 
the  most  frequently  met  variety  of  this  type.  The  major  characteristic 
is  the  small  top  character  and  it  is  said  to  have  been  cast  in  the 
year  1457.  The  next  variety  is  slightly  scarcer  than  the  former,  GYO- 
DAI-TAI-SEI,  Figure  8.  Its  characteristics  are  a larger  top  character 
when  compared  to  the  size  of  the  bottom  character  and  tht  its  bottom 
character  has  a squared  corner  on  fifth  stroke.  The  next  variety  is 
unique  as  it  was  modelled  after  the  Chinese  TAI-KAN-TSU-HO,  Figure  9. 
The  Ryukyu  cash  of  this  variety  is  TAI-KAN-DE  and  it  is  illustrated 
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Fig.  9 (left)  illustrates 
TAI-KAN-TSU-HO 

Fig.  10  (right)  illustrates 
TAI-KAN-DE 


in  Figure  10.  Unlike  the  earlier  issues  only  the  bottom  character  was 
effaced  and  the  top  character  left  intact  when  making  the  impression 
on  the  mould  as  the  Chinese  coin.  Figure  9,  already  possessed  the  ne- 
cessary top  character. 

The  third  and  last  type  of  Ryukyu  cash  was  issued  in  1470  and  called 
KIN-EN-SEI-HO.  The  planchets  for  these  issues  are  larger  than  the  pre^ 
vious  coins  and  are  of  better  finish  and  the  characters  are  finely  cut. 


Fig.  11 
KIN-EN-SEI-HO 


Fig.  12 


KEI-KIN-KIN-EN 


Figure  11  is  the  commoner  variety  while  Figure  12  is  the  scarcer  coin 
known  as  KEI-KIN-KIN-EN.  The  difference  is  in  the  top  character.  The 
latter  variety  has  a horizontal  line  instead  of  two  dots. 


While  on  the  subject  of  Ryukyu  cash,  perhaps  I should  mention  the  only 
known  pattern  coin  for  these  islands,  although  it  was  made  a few  centu- 


Fig.  IS  Pattern 


Fig.  14  Adopted 


ries  past  the  Muromachi  period.  I thought  it  would  be  interesting  to 
illustrate  this  rare  pattern  as  Figure  IS.  Compare  the  adopted  design. 
Figure  14,  and  you  will  note  vast  differences  in  the  form  of  characters. 
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(Ed.:  Author  Robert  Mike  Jones  has  just  issued  the  first  issue  of 

JAPANESE  CASH  COLLECTORS . Included  in  this  first  issue  are  a variety 
of  articles:  "First  Attempt  for  (Japanese)  Coinage?";  a detailed  chart 

for  attributing  Kan-Ei-Tsu-Ho  coinage;  'Oval  Coins  of  Tosa  Mint  1863", 
etc.  For  more  information  on  JAPANESE  CASH  COLLECTORS 3 write  Robert 
Mike  Jones,  1120  North  State  St.,  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  13208.) 

********************************************************************** 

N F.H  RU  ’ S SHADOW  ! 

by  Ed.  D.  King,  Charleston , W.Va,.  NT  #1242 


"Clashed  dies"  are  created  by  the  striking  together  of  the  obverse  and 
reverse  coinage  dies  during  the  absence  of  a planchet  between  the  two 
dies  at  the  instant  of  impact.  The  result  is  the  imprint  of  the  ob- 
verse die  being  transferred  to  the  reverse  die,  and  vice  versa. 

A coin,  struck  after  such  clashing  of  dies,  will  bear  on  its  obverse  a 
trace  of  the  reverse  design,  while  the  reverse  may  show  a faint  trace 
of  the  obverse.  That  effect  can  vary  in  intensity  with  different  coins 
interdependent  on  design,  coinage  metals,  and  striking  force 

In  the  past,  this  writer  has  observed  this  coin  condition  on  United 
States  "Lincoln"  cents  referred  to  as  "Lincoln's  shadow,"  So,  maybe 
you  can  call  this  coin  "Nehru's  shadow". 


Nehru's  N agar  i- language  50  Paisa  com- 
memorative showing  "Nehru's  shadow"  on  Rev. 

This  coin  is  the  Nagari  language  type  of  the  Nehru  commemorative  50  Pai 
sa,  in  nickel,  issued  on  the  death  of  India's  first  prime  minister  in 
1964.  A similar  design  coin  with  his  name  in  English  with  a companion 
piece  of  1 Rupee  were  also  issued.  This  coin  bears  the  dot  mintmark  of 
the  Bombay  mint  below  the  "50"  on  the  reverse.  (Yeoman  (/82a). 

It  is  regrettable  that  this  shadow  does  not  show  more  clearly  in  this 
photograph,  and  perhaps,  by  the  time  it  gets  reproduced  on  magazine 
paper,  it  may  not  show  at  all.  However,  no  doubt  many  coins  were 
struck  with  those  clashed  dies,  so  you  may  find  one  of  them  sometime. 

You  then  will  note  the  faint  obverse  impression  on  the  reverse  side  of 
the  coin,  Look  carefully,  starting  at  the  left  lion  and  around  to  the 
front  of  the  "5"  in  "50".  In  fact,  the  whole  of  the  center  of  the  re- 
verse field  shows  a faint  but  clear  Nehru's  shadow. 

This  coin  also  shows  a clash  mark  on  obverse.  Look  across  the  center 
of  his  ear,  a portion  of  the  base  of  the  reverse  statue  shows  clearly 
across  Nehru’s  ear. 
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TOWN  OF  UNJUSTIFIED  OBSCURITY 


by  W.  A.  Haskell,  Marxzell/P faff envoi , West  Germany,  NI  ifLM-15 


The  little  town  of  Stutzerbach  (pop.  2500),  located  in  the  Thiiringer 
Forest  in  East  Germany  in  the  former  Duchy  of  Sachsen-Weimar-Eisenach , 
developed  early  in  the  17th  century  and  unrivaled  glass  industry.  Due 
to  the  high  quality  of  its  glass  and  technical  expertise,  F.  F.  Greiner 
chose  the  town  for  the  manufacture  of  thermometers  in  1830.  Later, 
light  bulbs  and  X-ray  tubes,  invented  by  the  German  physicist  W.  C. 
Rontgen  (1845-1923),  were  produced.  Today,  the  VEB  Glaswerke  exports 
its  fine  products  to  more  than  40  countries. 


Johann  Wolfgang  Goethe  (1749-1832),  German  poet  and  dramatist,  was 
often  here  between  1776  and  1780.  The  "Gundlachsche  Haus'',  now  the 
"Goethehaus" , is  a national  museum  for  the  classical  German  literature 
and  memorializes  Goethe's  time  in  Stutzerbach.  The  town  has  also  been 
a center  for  the  treatment  of  various  physical  ailments  for  many  years, 
and  the  facilities  were  improved  by  the  additional  of  medicinal  baths 
in  1949,  and  a sauna  in  1957. 


During  Germany's  rampant  inflation  following  World  War  I the  town  is- 
sued in  June  1921  an  especially  attractive  and  well  designed  series 
of  notgeld  in  10,  20,  25,  50  and  75  Pfennig  denominations  (K-1069) . A 
20  Pfennig  note  in  brown  show  here  features  the  glass  industry  of  1661 
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and  1921  on  the  obverse  with  a view  of  the  cog  railroad  near  Stiitzer- 
bach  on  the  reverse.  A 25  Pfennig  issue  shows  the  Goethehaus  on  the 
obverse  and  a view  of  "Gasthaus  zum  Auerhahn'1  near  Stutzerbach  on  the 
reverse . 


A particularly  well-printed  50  Pfennig  note  shows  on  the  obverse  the 
size  of  the  White  Horse  Inn  in  the  center  flanked  by  views  of  the  area 
including  the  smithy  at  Auerhahn,  on  the  right.  The  reverse  features 
Goethe  and  Karl  August,  his  friend,  in  silhouette  during  their  wild 
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youth  dropping  a cat  into  a butter  churn! 

Another  50  Pfennig  note  shows  on  the  reverse  busts  of  Goethe  and  Karl 
August  as  well  as  a silhouette  of  the  two  dancing  with  two  young 
ladies.  As  a background  for  the  cameos  are  the  White  Horse  Inn  as  it 
appeared  in  1776  against  the  mountains  and  an  old  inn  sign.  The 
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obverse  depicts  Stutzerbach  with  the  former  Royal  Hunting  Lodge,  built 
in  1735,  on  the  hill  above  the  town  and  the  lovely  wooded  surroundings 
stretching  to  the  horizon. 
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WE  THREE  KINGS  OF  ’36  ARE 


by  Fred  L.  Price , St.  Paul , Minn.,  USA.,  NI  U1S04 

Recently  a major  auction  company  offered  "The  Three  Kings"  of  1936  - an 
official  London  Royal  Mint  silver  set  of  three  pieces.  The  cased  medals 
commemorated  the  Silver  Jubilee  of  King  George  V,  the  Abdication  of 
King  Edward  VIII,  and  the  Accession  of  George  VI.  The  medals  are  con- 
sidered quite  rare  and  eagerly  sought. 

Forty-six  years  ago  in  the  land  of  Kutch  - a native  state  of  India  - 
a trio  of  silver  *5  Kori'  coins  was  issued  as  legal  tender  and  to  this 
day  remain  unique  in  Indian  and  worldwide  numismatics.  On  the  separate 
coins  appear  the  following  legends: 


George  V 
Kaiser  Hind  Zarb 
Bhuj  1936 


Eduard  VIII 
Kaiser  Hind  Zarb 
Bhuj  1936 


George  VI 
Kaiser  Hind  Zarb 
Bhuj  1936 


The  reverse  inscriptions  are  in  Urdu  and  each  has  "1936"  in  Arabic  below 
the  names  and  titles.  The  common  obverse  design  has  an  outer  ring  of  103 
pearls,  a border  of  16  leaves  and  an  inner  circle  enclosing  the  legend. 
Listed  in  Richard  K.  Bright's  Coinage  of  Kutch  as  B-136b (Y-53a) , B-144 
(Y-67),  and  B-152(Y-75)  respectively,  they  were  authorized  by  the  Rao 
of  Kutch,  Khengarji  III.  One  might  ask,  "How  could  this  be?"  The  an- 
swer is  found  in  the  Christian  and  Samvat  calendars. 


The  dating  on  Kutch  coins  shows  both  the  Christian  era  and  the  Samvat 
era.  The  Christian  date  is  written  in  Arabic.  The  Samvat  calendar 
began  on  23rd  of  February  37  BCE.  Depending  on  the  phases  of  the  moon, 
the  New  Year  begins  in  Kutch  between  October  17th  and  November  17th. 

The  time  line  below  should  help. 
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Jan 


1936 


1911- 


G V 


‘1 


E VIII 


J 


Dec  | (Christian) 
- 1947 


1992  S.E. 


Oct  ^ Nov 


+ 


G VI 

1993  S.E. 


Timeline  of  S.E.  and  Christian  Yeans 


King  George  V died  on  January  20,  1936  (1992  S.E.).  His  first  son,  Ed- 
ward VIII,  gave  up  his  throne  on  December  10,  1936  (1993  S.E.).  Although 
his  younger  brother  was  not  crowned  until  May  1937,  Albert  Frederick 
Arthur  George  of  Windsor  became  king  on  December  11,  1936.  While  these 
three  kings  of  '36  are  not  as  well  known  as  Gaspar,  Balthasar  and 
Melchior,  they  do  represent  a most  unusual  year  in  British  and  Indian 
numismatic  history. 

I wish  to  thank  fellow  NI  member  W.  Hammond  Major  of  Confluence,  Penn- 
sylvania for  calling  the  "Three  Kings"  to  my  attention.  May  I also 
recommend  Bright's  neat  little  NI  publication  for  further  reading. 


********************************************************************* 


TURKISH  MINT  ADDS  TWO  COINS  TO  1981  ROSTER 

by  I.  C.  G.  Campbell 3 Lincoln , Nebraska , NI  #LM-12 

The  Turkish  Mint  in  Istanbul  has  added  two  more  coins,  rather  special- 
ized ones,  to  its  1981  roster.  The  coins  are  silver  and  gold  and  are 
for  a combined  UNICEF  and  IYC  (International  Year  of  the  Child) . 

The  first  is  a feT500  silver  coin  (.925  Fine)  weighing  23.33  grams. 

The  obverse,  for  a change,  is  the  value  within  the  usual  wreath  of 
wheat  and  laurel.  The  UNICEF  and  IYC  logos  are  on  either  side  of  the 
date,  1979,  on  the  reverse.  Above  them  are  a line  of  five  children 
doing  a folk  dance  and  above  them  is  a skyline  view  of  a Turkish  city 
which  looks,  as  near  as  I can  see,  to  be  one  of  Istanbul.  Above  is 
the  legend  ULUSLARARASI  Q0£UK  YILl  (Turkish  for  International  Year 
of  the  Child) . 

The  feT10,000  gold  coin  is  of  the  same  design  in  .900  Fine  and  weighs 
17.17  grams.  It  is  also  dated  1979. 

No  reason  is  given  for  the  1979  date,  however  as  these  are  probably 
done  with  the  cooperation  of  the  FAO  organization,  their  program  is 
set  up  several  years  ahead  and  the  issues  of  some  countries  come  out 
"late". 

It  had  been  the  policy  of  the  Turkish  government  to  issue  its  commem- 
orative stamps  and  coins  in  reasonable  denomination  so  that  they  were 
in  the  range  of  the  small  citizen  and  collector.  Recently,  however, 
the  policy  changed  in  realtion  to  commemorative  coins  and  these  coins 
are  a continuation  of  the  change.  At  the  time  of  writing,  the  Turkish 
Lira  was  worth  .0074  of  a dollar,  in  other  words  less  than  one  U.S. 
cent . 


********************************************************************* 
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THE  SURAT  MAHMUD! 


MYSTERY  COIN  OF  INDIA 


by  Charles  K.  Punish , Westport,  CT  USA,  NI  tf 331 

When  Albert  de  Mandelslo  landed  in  Surat  on  the  west  coast  of  India 
in  1638  he  found  in  circulation  there  - according  to  his  memories  - 
both  Ropias  and  Mamoudies.  He  stated  that  the  latter  were  made  in 
Surat  and  were  largely  current  in  southern  Gujarat . Other  sources  added 
that  all  commercial  accounts  in  Surat,  Baroda,  Cambay,  Broach  and 
other  places  south  of  the  Mahi  River  were  kept  in  Mahmudis.  Further- 
more, the  Mahmudi  was  not  "the  King's  coyne",  that  its  value  was  slightly 
less  than  the  Mughal  half-rupee  and  that  it  remained  in  circulation 
in  southern  Gujarat  until  the  early  1670's. 


Beyond  this,  very  little  is  known.  Some  later  commentaries  have  cor- 
related the  Mahmudi  to  a coin  of  similar  name  issued  by  the  Safavids 
of  Tran;  some  have  shown  that  the  name  Mahmudi  was  applied  to  the  koris 
of  Nawanagar,  Porbander  and  Kutch  as  well  as  to  the  Changizi  originally 
issued  by  Ghengis  Khan.  However,  the  most  logical  prototype  of  the 
Mahnudi  would  appear  to  be  the  silver  coins  weighing  85  grains  (5.51 
grams)  which  were  issued  by  Mahmud  I,  Sultan  of  Gujarat  from  AD  1459 
to  1511. 


If  the  Mahmudi  was  originally  issued  from  a mint  in  Surat  as  stated  by 
de  Mandelslo,  this  activity  did  not  persist  for  a very  long  time.  Be- 
cause a veritable  flood  of  other  accounts  bear  witness  to  the  fact  that 
less  than  ten  years  after  the  conquest  of  Gujarat  by  the  Mughal  Emperor 
Akbar  I (in  A.D.  1572/A. H.  980)  Mahmudis  were  being  coined  at  the  hill- 
fort  Mulher  (or  Mulhir)  83  miles  E.S.E.  of  Surat  in  the  Western  Ghats 
(Lat . 20  47',  Long.  74  03').  This  operation  was  conducted  by  the 

Rathor  ruler  of  Baglana  who  bore  the  family  title  Bahrxrji. 


In  the  face  of  a confused  record  which  implies  that  the  Mahmudi  was  not 
a single  coin  but  a family  of  different  coins  without  special  identity, 
when  S.  L.  Poole  prepared  the  British  Museum  Catalogue  of  Mughal  Coins 
(1892)  he  segregated  because  of  a weight  anamoly  a group  of  coins 
bearing  the  name  of  Mughal  Emperor  Akbar  I which  he  designated  as  coins 
of  "Gujarat  fabric".  Dr.  G.P.  Taylor  (in  Jour,  of  the  Asiatic  Soc.  of 
Bengal,  Num.  Supp..  II  (1904)  and  Num.  Supp . VI  (1905)  argued  that  the 
coins  of  "Gujarat  fabric"  were  indeed  the  Mahmudis  of  Surat  and  Baglana 
(see  some  of  Taylor's  illustrations  below).  And  with  the  passage  of 
time,  Taylor's  hypothesis  has  largely  been  accepted. 


A.H. 


98X 


A.H.  995  A.H.  1026 


These  coins  weigh  slightly  less  than  a Mughal  half-rupee  (about  5.5  grams) 
and  are  patterned  after  the  coins  issued  by  Akbar  I from  the  Ahmedabad 
mint  during  the  six  or  seven  year  period  following  his  conquest  of  Gu- 
jarat in  1572  (A.H.  980). 
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Silver  Coins  of  Gujarati  Fabric 


Foil  Pressings  of  "Gujarat  Fabric  Coins  From  the  ANS  Collection. 
Numbers  1 through  4 are  full  size  coins;  No.  5 is  Half  Size . 


No. 

Date 

Wgt . (Grams) 

Dia. (MM) 

Mark  on  Coin 

Possib: 

1 

AH  982  (error 
for  986) 

5.69 

17.0 

°bv.  £ 

Surat 

2 

AH  991 

5.68 

16.0 

& 

rev.  / 

Mulher 

3 

(off  flan) 

5.50 

14.5 

" 

tl 

4 

(991?) 

5.46 

15.2 

I! 

o 

II 

5 

(991?) 

2.77 

12.0 

If 

The  "Gujarat  fabric"  coins  are  15  to  17  mm.  in  diameter  (except  for  the 
half-size  coin),  made  of  silver  about  0.7  fine  and  bear  on  the  obverse, 
in  Arabic,  the  Kalima  (Shahada) 3 the  Islamic  profession  of  faith;  and 
on  the  reverse  is  the  formal  title  of  Emperor  Akbar  I:  Jalal  al-Din 
Muhammad.  Akbar  Badshah , Ghazi.  There  are  traces  of  marginal  inscriptions 
on  both  the  obverse  and  reverse  (where  the  mint  name  should  appear)  but 
none  of  these  has  been  read  with  assurance. 


They  fall  into  three  classes  according  to  date:  (a)  those  bearing  al- 
most all  consecutive  dates  between  A.H.  985  and  1027  (A.D.  1577  to 
1618),  (b)  those  which  are  undated  and  (c)  those  bearing  the  dates 
A.H.  1215  and  1217.  The  latter  are  surely  garbled  or  otherwise  in  er- 
ror as  they  fall  beyond  the  period  of  circulation  of  the  Mahmudi . The 
undated  coins  were  probably  struck  some  time  between  A.D.  1618  (the 
last  sequentially  dated  coin)  and  1638  when  the  Mughal  Prince  Aurangzeb 
took  possession  of  Baglana  and  deposed  its  ruler. 

In  conclusion,  despite  all  that  has  been  written,  the  question  still 
remains:  What  is  a Surat  Mahmudil 


********************************************************************** 


A MIGHTY  OFFICIAL:  During  Japan's  Tokugawa  Shogunate,  an  official  of 

Emperor  Ieharu  (1761-86),  Tanuma  Ogitsu,  issued  coins. 
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SWEDEN'S  PLATE  MONEY  LED  TO  THE  WORLD'S  FIRST  BANK  NOTES 


by  Ernst  Nathorst-Boos , First  Curator,  Royal  Coin  Cabinet- 
National  Museum,  Stockholm , Sweden,  NI  #1912 

The  concept  behind  the  Swedish  Plate  Money  is  to  most  people  outside 
Sweden  comparatively  obscure,  although  the  plate  money  itself  is  well 
known  worldwide.  A.  H.  Quiggins  lists  them  in  her  Survey  of  Primitive 
Money  but  they  are  not  more  primitive  than  any  other  currency  in 
silver  or  gold;  it  is  just  that  they  are  of  copper.  The  idea  of  money 
having  full  intrinsic  value,  it  is  to  say  coins  should  have  their  full 
face  value  in  metals,  is  as  old  as  coin  itself,  and  copper  plate  money 
represented  full  value  compared  to  silver  coins. 

When  the  first  copper  coins  were  introduced  in  Sweden  in  1624  the  cop- 
per mine  in  Falun  "the  jewel  of  the  Swedish  realm"  produced  a lot  of 
copper.  Its  production  was  extremely  high  as  Sweden  had  to  pay  the 
war  damage  (reparation)  to  Denmark  to  be  permitted  to  keep  our  only  port 
to  the  west,  Gothenburg. 

Falun  produced  at  this  time  half  the  world  production  of  copper,  3,000 
tons,  though  admittedly  not  much  today.  But  Spain  which  had  imported 
a lot  of  copper  had  recently  halted  imports. 

What  could  we  do?  Use  the  copper  at  home  as  coins  and  stop  the  export 
until  prices  abroad  went  up  because  of  lack  of  copper. 


Minting  Machinery  producing  Copper  Plates  in  1715 


The  first  Swedish  copper  coins  were  rather  small,  representing  the  smal- 
lest denominations:  2,  1,  1/2  and  1/4  ore.  But  this  did  not  give  the 
results  wished  for  and  therefore  in  1644,  with  a new  mint  erected  at 
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Avesta,  70  kilometers  away  from  Falun,  it  was  decided  to  mint  plate 
money  as  a temporary  measure  — which  lasted  until  1776! 

The  reason  for  this  form  of  coinage  was,  among  other  reasons,  that  the 
plates  were  "easy"  to  transport  through  the  Strait  of  Oresund.  Maybe 
it  was  "easy"  to  transport  them  by  sea,  but  certainly  not  on  land  where 
the  tax  collectors  complained  heavily  of  the  difficulties  to  collect  the 
taxes  on  plate  money! 

The  first  pieces  were  the  heaviest,  representing  10  Dalers  in  silver! 
They  weighed  19.7  kilogrammes  (43.3+  pounds  avoir.).  They  were  only 
minted  in  1644  (see  attached  photo)  and  in  1645;  the  latter  year  has 
only  recently  been  discovered  stamped  on  plates  in  a trove  on  board  a 
ship  wrecked  in  the  Baltic. 


1644  10  Daler  Plate  Money  (much  reduced  -in  size ) 

When  the  plate  money  now  was  created  the  idea  was  to  keep  them  in  the 
country  and  use  them  as  money  as  long  as  the  price  of  copper  abroad 
was  too  low  for  the  Swedish  acceptance.  But  when  the  price  went  up 
above  the  figure  stamped  on  the  plates  — they  were  exported  as  copper 
— not  as  coins.  This  was  at  least  the  theory  of  it  and  it  worked  — 
though  only  sometimes. 

The  plate  money  was  not  liked  among  the  Swedes.  It  was  difficult  to 
handle  and  to  transport.  Many  are  the  stories  that  were  told  about  this. 
For  example,  there  is  a story  about  a peasant  who  went  home  from  his 
wedding  with  his  bride  in  a sled.  Near  home  they  had  to  cross  a little 
lake.  But  the  dowry  in  plate  money  was  too  heavy  and  the  sled  sank 
through  the  ice.  The  husband  and  wife  got  ashore  with  the  horse  but  the 
plate  money  is  still  down  there  - so  the  story  goes. 

The  plate  money  was  also  the  reason  for  the  world's  first  bank  notes  — 
those  of  the  Palmstruck  bank  in  the  1660's.  They  were  a much  apprecia- 
ted substitute  for  the  plate  money. 

Later  the  biggest  coins  were  the  8 Daler  pieces  and  smaller  denominations 
down  to  the  1/2  Daler,  which  weighed,  after  reductions  had  been  made  on 
several  occasions,  just  0.035  gr.  With  this  coin  you  could  buy  a shirt 
in  1719! 

For  the  bigger  coins  you  could  of  course  obtain  more.  The  answer  to  the 
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question  what  you  could  buy  for  a 10  Daler  Plate  Money  of  1644  is  a oow. 
But  we  must  remember  that  a cow  in  the  spring  of  the  year,  then,  when  it 
was  sold  was  a small  meagre  half  starved  animal  which  had  nothing  in  com- 
mon with  our  magnificent  examples  today.  A good  example  of  the  diffi- 
culties of  comparison  which  always  has  to  be  remembered  when  we  compare 
prices  of  today  with  yesterday. 

The  production  of  plate  money  continued  at  Avesta  throughout  the  entire 
17th  century.  And  though  they  are  very  rare,  plate  money  was  actually 
minted  above  the  Polar  Circle  at  Kengis  in  Lappland.  This  is  the  most 
northerly  production  of  coins  in  the  world!  The  total  production  at 
Avesta  in  the  17th  century  was  over  15,000,000  Daler.  And  during  the 
18th  century  the  production  of  plate  money  was  (apart  from  small  local 
productions)  about  73  million  daler. 

The  reign  of  Charles  XII  (1697-1718)  marked  the  end  of  the  period  during 
which  Sweden  was  a great  power  in  Europe.  The  plate  money  was  reduced 
in  weight  and  the  older  plates  were  countermarked  to  raise  their  value. 

Slightly  more  important  was  the  production  of  plates  in  bronze  from 
melted  Danish  cannon  from  ships  taken  during  the  war.  This  coinage  took 
place  in  Stockholm,  and  the  plates  are  very  rare  today. 

When  Charles  XII  died  in  1718  he  left  an  impoverished  country.  But  it 
recovered.  And  we  have  already  mentioned  the  amount  of  production  of 
plate  money  during  the  century.  To  this  should  be  added  mention  of 
the  production  of  plate  money  at  Husa  (1748),  Ljusnedal  (1746,  1748, 

1753)  and  Semlan  (1753);  all  local  productions  near  insignificant  mines. 

The  last  year  that  we  find  stamped  on  Swedish  plate  money  is  1768  — 
but  in  fact  the  production  went  on  until  1776  using  older  dies.  The 
marks  on  the  coins  were  regarded  abroad  as  a guarantee  of  genuineness - 

********************************************************************* 
ENGLISH  FLORIN 


Originally,  the  English  Florin  was  a gold  coin  begun  by  Edward  III  in 
1343  showing  the  enthroned  king  with  a value  of  6 Shillings.  A Half 
Florin,  nicknamed  a Leopard  because  of  its  single  crowned  leopard  de- 
sign, was  issued  also  by  Edward  III,  as  well  as  a 1/4  Florin,  or  Helm. 
The  Gold  Florin  was  later  withdrawn  from  circulation  because  it  was 
found  to  have  a high  gold  content  (23  carats;  grains  fine,  total- 
ling 108  grains) . 

A Silver  Florin  of  2 Shillings  was  begun  by  Victoria  in  1849.  Since 
1947  its  metal  was  changed  to  copper-nickel.  But  with  decimalization 
coming  in  1971  the  last  florin  was  issued  in  1970.  (Victoria  also 
issued  a Double  Florin  of  4 Shillings  which  lasted  from  1887  to  1890)  . 

********************************************************************* 

SOMALI  "GREW" ; When  the  1950  Somali  coins  were  issued,  this  former 
Italian  East  African  possession  on  the  Red  Sea  was  only  about  half  the 
area  of  the  Somali  Republic.  The  territory  of  British  Somaliland  was 
incorporated  into  the  territory  when  the  Somali  Republic  as  established. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research 
purposes,  lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reason, 
may  do  so  by  paying  postage  and  in  surance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  all  Criag  types.  Underlined  = UNCIRCULATED.  C = Complete. 
C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  ( ) = Com- 

plete except  those  listed.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
mints  for  the  particular  year. 

GREAT  BRITAIN:  (Malta  Y2  - 1878;  Y4  - C) ; C19  - 1799  Plain;  C21  - C; 

C23  - C;  C32  - 1916;  C52  - 1821,  1822,  1823;  C52a  - 1826,  1930;  C71  - 
1835;  C80  - 1836;  Y1  - 1848,  1853  raised;  Y2  - 1844,  1953,  1854;  Y5  - 
1859,  1881;  Y6  - 1858;  Y8  - 1864;  Y9.2  - 1877;  Y16  - CX  (1860  tooth/ 
bead,  1862  lg.  8,  1863,  1865  sm.  8,  1865/2,  1865/3,  1874  normal  G's 
over  horizontal  G's,  1875  sm.  date  obv.  of  1873,  1875H  obv.  of  1873, 
1876H,  1869  lg.  9,  1880  3 berries,  1881  4 berries,  1895);  Y17.2  - 
1861  4 berries,  1874  obv.  of  1873  w/5  berries,  1877,  1889,  1890,  1891, 
1893;  Y18.1  - 1860  bead  w/raised  lines,  1862,  1863  w/o  die  no.,  1865, 
1872;  Y18.4  - 1882H  flat,  1890,  1893;  Y20  - 1887;  Y21  - 1889;  Y22  - 
1888;  Y26  - 1887;  Y32  - CX  (1897  bronze);  Y33  - 1897,  1899,  1900, 

1901;  Y34.1  - C;  Y34.2  - CX  (1895  all,  1896  milled,  1897  dot,  1897 
high  sea,  1899  close  & wide  milled);  Y35  - 1899,  1901;  Y37  - 1899; 

Y 38  - 1899;  Y46  - C;  Y47  - CX  (1902  low  horizon),  1904,  1908;  Y48  - 
CX  (1902  low  horizon,  1905,  1908);  Y49  - 1902,  1908,  1909,  1910; 

Y50  - 1907,  1908,  1909;  Y60  - C;  Y61  - 1911,  1916,  1917,  1919,  1920, 
1921,  1925  obv.  of  1924,  1927;  Y62  - CX  (1931,  1932,  1938;  Y63  - 
CX  (1911,  1918H ,KN , 1919H,KN,  1922  rev.  of  1927,  1926  modified  head); 
Y64  - CX  (1933);  Y65  - CX  (1913);  Y65a  - CX  (1920,  1926  modified 
effigy);  Y66  - 1911,  1918,  1919,  1920;  Y66a  - 1921,  1922,  1923,  1924; 
Y67  - CX  (1912,  1914,  1915,  1919);  Y67a  - 1926;  Y68  - 1913,  1917, 

1918;  Y69  - 1918;  Y70  - CX  (1927);  Y71  - 1928,  1935;  Y72  - CX  (1927, 
1930,  1931);  Y73  - 1928,  1931,  1935;  Y74  - 1929,  1931,  1933,  1936; 

Y78  - 1925;  Y82  - C;  Y83  - C;  Y84  - C;  Y85  - C;  Y86  - CX  (1945);  Y87  - 
C;  Y88  - C;  Y89  - CX  (1940);  Y90  - CX  (1938,  1940);  Y91  - CX  (1938); 

Y95  - C;  Y96  - C;  Y97  - C;  Y98-  C;  Y99  - C;  Y104  - C;  Y105  - C; 

Y106  - CX  (1950);  Y107  - C;  Y108  - C;  Y109  - C;  Y110  - C;  Ylll  - C; 

Y112  - CX  (1952);  Y114  - C;  Y116  - C;  Y117  - C;  Y118  - C;  Y119  - C; 

Y120  - C;  Y122  - C;  Y123  - C;  Y124  - C;  Y127  - C;  Y128  - CX  (1970); 

YA128  - CX  (1954,  1970;  Y129  - CX  (1970);  Y130  - CX  (1970);  Y131  - 
CX  (1964,  1970);  Y132  - CX  (1939,  1960,  1961,  1964,  1966,  1970); 

Y133  - CX  (1960,  1970);  Y134  - CX  (1970);  Y136  - C;  Y138-  C;  Y139  - 

1971,  1973,  1974;  Y140  - C to  1980;  Y141  - 1971,  1978,  1980;  Y142  - 

1968,  1969,'  1970,  1975,  1980;  Y143  - 1968,  1969,  1970,  1973,  1980; 

Y144  - 1969,  1976,  1980;  Y146  - C;  YT1  - 1911B,  1912B. 

GREECE:  Y1  1869BB;  Y4  - 1869BB;  Y6a  - 1874A;  Y16  - C;  Y17  - C;  Y18  - 

CX  (1893);  Y19  - C;  Y20  - C;  Y21  - C;  Y31  - C;  Y32  - C;  Y33  - C;  Y34 
- C;  Y35  - 1930L ; Y38  - 1954;  Y39  - CX  - (1971);  Y40  - CX  - (1965, 

1969,  1971);  Y41  - CX  - (1957,  1962  plain,  1965;  Y42  - CX  (1965); 

Y43  - CX  (1959,  1965);  Y44  - CX  (1965);  Y45  - CX  (1965);  Y46  - C; 


Y47  - 

C; 

Y48  - 

1964B; 

Y49  - C; 

Y50  - C; 

Y51  - CX  (1970) ; 

Y52 

- C 

Y53  - 

C; 

Y58  - 

C;  Y59 

- C;  Y60 

- C;  Y61 

- 1971;  Y64  - C; 

Y65 

- C 

Y66  - 

C; 

Y67  - 

C;  Y68 

- C;  Y70 

- C;  Y75 

- 1976. 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

Additional  Information  on  the  Takekawa  book  reviewed  last  month: 


Editor  Michel  Bon  of  Takekawa  Hisanori's  Gold  and  Silver  Japanese  Coins 
(reviewed  April  issue)  has  confirmed  that  there  is  no  connection  between 
this  book  and  the  classical  Kin-Gin  Zuroku  except  the  title. 


Jean  Guy  Cote.  THE  C T D POCKET  GUIDE  - CANADIAN  TRADE  DOLLARS.  Avail- 
able from  the  author,  12  Lyon  Heights  Road,  Scarborough,  Ontario,  Canada 
M1P  3V7,  $2.50  U.S.  postpaid.  Pp  34,  4,T  x 7,:. 

This  new  guide  to  Canadian  Trade  Dollars,  released  February  26th,  is 
the  first  to  evaluate  each  issue  in  terms  of  dollars,  so  it  will  be 
an  excellent  guide  for  all  collectors. 

It  lists  all  currency  issues  of  municipal  Canadian  trade  dollars  (over 
700)  alphabetically  by  issuing  municipality  rather  than  subdividing 
the  municipalities  by  the  province  in  which  they  are  situated.  The 
current  dealers  selling  price  is  given  for  each  trade  dollar,  along 
with  the  metal.,  mint  and  mintage  figures.  The  50q,  $2.00,  $2.50  and 
$5.00  trade  pieces  and  a listing  of  trade  notes  are  given  at  the  end 
of  the  booklet. 


Die  varieties  are  not  listed  except  for  a few  issues  where  the  design 
on  the  die  as  altered  at  the  request  of  the  issuing  municipality.  Off 
metal  types,  issued  at  a premium  above  face  value,  such  as  gold  plated 
or  silver  pieces  are  not  listed.  Thus,  we  have  a simple  and  easy  to 
follow  guide  and  check-list  for  all  collectors. 


The  listing  is  very  easy  to  fellow.  The  name  of  the  issuing  municipal- 
ity and  its  province  or  territory  in  which  it  is  situated  appear  in 
large  bold  letters  while  the  rest  of  the  data  is  in  smaller  type. 

There  is  a bracket  before  each  issue  so  the  collector  can  check  off 
the  pieces  he  or  she  has  in  their  collection.  The  booklet  was  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Cote  on  his  home  computer  and  therefore  it  is  easy  to 
keep  up-to-date  for  future  editions. 

With  over  80  different  issues  yearly  now,  municipal  Canadian  trade 
dollars  are  a popular  hobby  with  quite  a number  of  Canadian  and  Ameri- 
can collectors.  I highly  recommend  this  booklet  to  all. 


Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 


• STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS  and  STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  20th  CENTURY 
WORLD  COINS.  Chester  L.  Krause  and  Clifford  Mish1er,  edited  by  Colin 
Bruce  II.  Krause  Publications,  Inc. 

Published  during  the  last  few  months  were  two  excellent  up-to-date 
catalogues  on  world  coins.  In  addition  to  the  authors  and  the  editor, 
a great  many  numismatists  throughout  the  world  contributed  data  for 
the  series  in  which  they  are  specialists.  Therefore,  the  books  are 
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much  more  than  they  would  be  if  compiled  by  one  or  two  persons.  Both 
side  of  all  type  coins  are  illustrated.  The  illustrations  are  of  great 
aid  to  those  who  wish  to  undertake  a topical  collection. 

THE  STANDARD  CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS  is  in  the  format  of  a thick  tele- 
phone directory,  about  3 inches  in  thickness.  The  2048  page  soft  cover- 
ed catalogue  lists  and  evaluates  all  coins  of  the  world  by  date  and 
mint  mark  from  1750  to  date.  Mintage  figures  are  included.  Valuations 
are  in  up  to  5 conditions  (F , VF,  EF,  UNC  and  PROOF).  Some  41,000 
photographs  illustrate  over  72,000  coins  from  over  1300  countries, 
states,  provinces  and  cities.  The  catalogue  is  available  at  $29.50 
postpaid  for  U.S.  residents  and  $35.00  postpaid  for  those  living  else- 
where from  the  publishers:  Krause  Publications,  700  East  State  Street, 

Iola,  Wisconsin  54945.  Most  dealers  can  also  furnish  the  catalog. 

STANDARD  CATALOGUE  OF  20th  CENTURY  WORLD  COINS  is  in  the  format  of  a 
thin  telephone  directory  of  about  1 inch  in  thickness.  The  704  page 
soft  covered  catalogue  lists  and  evaluates  all  coins  of  the  world  by 
date  and  mint  mark  with  mintage  figures  from  1900  through  1981.  Cur- 
rent market  valuations  are  given  for  the  single  condition  in  which 
the  coin  is  most  commonly  found  as  well  as  for  proof  condition  where 
applicable.  Over  12,000  actual  size  photographs  illustrate  some  20,000 
coins  issued  by  over  500  coin  issuing  countries,  states,  provinces  and 
cities.  The  catalog  is  also  available  from  the  publisher  at  $12.50 
postpaid  for  U.S.  residents  and  at  $16.00  postpaid  for  those  residing 
elsewhere . 


Reviewed  by  Jerome  H.  Remick 


Fred  Schwan.  MILITARY  PAYMENT  CERTIFICATES.  BNR  Press,  Port  Clinton, 
Ohio.  Soft  cover,  134  Pp , illus.,  $15.95.  Available  from  Mr.  Len 
Harsel,  P.  0.  Box  2301,  Springfield,  Virginia,  USA. 

Once  again  a specialist-author-collector  has  scored  with  a specialist 
publication,  the  results  of  nearly  ten  years  of  meticulous  research 
and  compiling  of  exhaustive  details  about  this  fascinating  series  of 
American  military  money  substitutes.  The  book  is  a direct  result  of 
the  author's  long  running  newspaper  series,  "Military  Vignettes"  which 
appeared  in  the  Bank  Note  Reporter,  and  consolidates  the  details  re- 
searched for  that  interesting  column. 

The  growth  of  interest  in  collecting  of  Military  Payment  Certificates 
(MPC)  is  reflected  in  the  phenomenal  rise  in  value  of  those  notes, 
and  their  rather  exclusive  fraternity  will  welcome  such  a comprehens- 
ive guidebook.  Here  one  finds  the  development  of  MPC,  its  introduction 
and  uses,  and  many  hitherto  unpublished  facts  and  details  about  relat- 
ed issues  such  as  the  Korean  and  Thai  coupons  used  in  Vietnam,  and 
training  money.  It  is  an  interesting  aside,  that  the  military  has 
felt  a need  to  print  "money"  for  training  personnel  in  the  use  of 
circulating  currency. 

All  issues  are  catalogued  and  three  appendices  include  a list  of  U.S. 
military  banking  facilities,  a list  of  replacement  certificates  for 
the  benefit  of  the  "specialized"  specialist  and  the  1970  military 
regulation  governing  utilization  of  MPC. 
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There  are  numerous  illustrations,  showing  the  obverse  and  reverse  of 
each  note.  Unfortunately,  their  quality  varies  from  clear  sharply  de- 
tailed to  dark  and  barely  legible  while  some  photographs  lack  captions. 
An  item  of  special  interest  in  the  photo  section  is  the  tracing  of  the 
development  of  vignettes  appearing  on  successive  series  but  the  author's 
frequent  requests  for  additional  information  from  the  reader  are  a 
distraction  and  could  better  have  been  summarized  in  an  appropriate 
table  or  paragraph. 

The  book  supplements  earlier  publications  by  the  same  author  and  in- 
corporates under  one  cover  all  previously  described  information  while 
offering  much  that  is  new.  Typographical  errors,  inadequate  editing, 
errors  in  syntax,  poor  quality  illustrations  and  cover,  and  typewriter 
style  printing  detract  from  an  invaluable  reference  and  make  the  high 
price  difficult  to  justify.  It  is  too  regretted  that  such  care  of 
detail  was  not  lavished  on  the  author's  earlier  publications  which 
included  the  most  comprehensive  listings  of  MPC  to  that  date.  The 
content  of  the  present  publication  is  far  surerior  to  the  earlier  ones, 
and  if  a new  edition  of  those  appears,  hopefully  they  will  match  the 
standards  of  this  volume. 


Reviewed  by  W.  A.  Haskell 


0.  I.  Smirnova.  Svodnyi  Katalog  Sogdiiskix  Monet-Bronza  (Summary 
Catalog  of  Sogdian  Coins -Bronze ) , Moscow  1981,  548  Pp , hard  cover 
(10.5"  x 7"),  $9.75. 

I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  to  call  to  the  attention  of  fel- 
low collectors  a very  interesting  and  well  prepared  book  on  a group  of 
coins  that  are  little  known  outside  of  the  U.S.S.R.  - the  bronze  coin- 
age of  pre-Islamic  Sogdiana,  an  ancient  region  of  Central  Asia,  between 
the  ancient  Oxus  (modern  Amu  Darya)  and  ancient  Jaxartes  (modern  Syr 
Darya),  whose  chief  cities  were  Bukhara  and  Samarkand. 

The  contents  are  as  follows:  Foreword  p.3-12;  Preface  p.13-84;  Catalog 

p.85-414  including  nos.  1-1,659;  Three  Supplements  p.415-438  including 
Supplement  I - Central  Asian  fals  (a  denomination)  of  Arabic  fabric 
and  Samanid  fals  of  provisional  Caliph  Mansur  745-775  including  nos. 
1,660-1,685  p. 415-422;  Supplement  II  - A synchronic  table  of  Central 
Asian  dynasties  P.423-431;  and  Supplement  III  - Results  of  metallurg- 
ical analyses  of  the  coins  p.432-438;  List  of  Abbreviations  p.439-440; 
Description  of  Plates  p.441-448;  Plates  I-XCIV  (these  are  for  the  most 
part  of  excellent  quality  and  readily  useable)  p.449-542;  Map  p.543; 
Diagrams  of  weights  of  Sogdian  bronze  coins  p.544-546;  and  a Table 
of  Contents  p.547-548. 

The  book  is  one  into  which  much  care  has  been  taken  and  represents  a 
work  of  love  for  Smirnova  who  is  the  leading  authority  in  this  very 
difficult  and  demanding  field.  The  book  should  be  on  the  shelves  of 
any  serious  student  of  this  area.  I can  truthfully  say  that  it  is 
certainly  the  best  work  that  has  come  from  the  able  pen  of  this  dis- 
tinguished numismatist. 


Reviewed  by  R.  J.  Hebert 
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Gerald  Hoberman,  F.R.N.S.  THE  ART  OF  COINS  & THEIR  PHOTOGRAPHY. 

Spink  & Son,  London  in  association  with  Lund  Humphries  Publishers, 
London.  Produced  and  printed  in  the  Republic  of  South  Africa. 

This  book,  published  recently  in  England,  is  a complete  novelty  in 
the  field  of  numismatics  as  well  as  photography.  In  the  first  part 
of  his  book  the  author  deals  briefly  and  lucidly  with  the  history  of 
coins  and  with  their  place  in  economics.  The  second  section  of  this 
book  consists  of  photographic  reproductions  of  some  one  hundred  of 
the  world’s  most  beautiful  or  interesting  coins  ever  struck.  These 
range  from  the  days  of  ancient  Greece  and  Rome  to  those  of  modern 
times  and  were  selected  for  photography  by  Gerald  Hoberman  from  priv- 
ate collections  and  world  famous  museums.  Assisted  by  his  outstanding 
photographic  ability  and  knowledge,  he  has  produced  photographic  en- 
largements in  colour  of  these  superb  coins,  offset  by  photographs  in 
their  actual  size.  These  reproductions,  very  effectively  displayed 
on  black  glossy  paper,  show  these  coins  up  to  perfection,  and  espec- 
ially the  age-old  patina  on  the  silver  coins  make  them  particularly 
attractive.  They  are  also  honest  enough  to  disclose  any  imperfections 
in  the  striking  of  the  coins . In  the  photos  even  the  ancient  coins 
appear  to  have  become  alive.  In  addition  to  the  photos,  excellent 
line  drawings  and  full  descriptions  are  provided,  and  the  coin  legends, 
drawn  in  calligraphic  facsimile,  are  fully  explained  and  translated 
into  English.  These  photographs  and  their  explanations  occupy  the 
main  section  of  the  book.  That  the  enlargements  are  breath-takingly 
beautiful  is  no  exaggeration,  and  nothing  has  been  spared  to  present 
the  covering  text  in  an  equally  attractive  manner.  The  title  of  the 
books  refers  to  the  art  of  coins.  This  part  of  the  book  in  particular 
has  been  turned  into  a piece  of  art  in  its  own  right. 

In  the  third  and  last  part  of  his  book  the  author,  not  only  being  a 
numismatist  but  a professional  photographer,  has  published  his  treat- 
ise on  the  photography  of  coins,  as  yet  the  only  one  written.  The 
treatise  should  be  of  the  greatest  interest  to  all  photographers, 
especially  those  who  are  involved  in  the  photography  of  coins,  be  they 
professional  or  amateur.  It  is  obvious  from  the  results  achieved  in 
the  main  part  of  the  book,  that  the  author  has  explored  his  subject 
deeply,  and  thanks  are  due  to  him  for  having  seen  fit  to  share  his 
acquired  knowledge. 

The  book  is  worth  possessing.  The  photographic  work  contained  there- 
in is  a pleasure  to  the  eye  and  may  even  entice  as-yet-non-collectors 
to  become  involved  in  the  hobby  of  numismatics.  On  first  thought  the 
price  of  the  book,  approximately  $85,  may  be  considered  high,  but  if 
collectors  are  prepared  to  purchase  coins  at  prices  as  they  are  today , 
then  this  book,  which  cleverly  and  beautifully  illustrates  and  ex- 
plains one  hundred  or  more  exquisite  coins,  must  pricewise  be  consider- 
ed reasonable.  It  is,  no  doubt,  a work  of  art  with  considerable  appeal 
to  the  numismatist  and  the  photographer. 

Reviewed  by  W.  Bergman,  F.S.A.N.S. 


NUMISMATIC  BOOKS  IN  PRINT  is  a catalog  describing  over  400  books  in 
print  in  the  field  of  Classical  Numismatics  (Ancient  and  Medieval) 
titles,  including  books  from  Spinks,  London  and  Battenberg  Berlag, 
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Munich.  It  is  available  for  75  cents  postage  from  Sanford  J.  Durst, 
Publisher,  170  East  61st  Street,  New  York,  New  \ork  10021,  USA. 

******************************************************************** 


SOME  C AN  ADI  AN  CIT  Y TRAD  E DOLL  A R.  S BE  I N G R^E  STRUCK 

by  Jerry  Remiok , Ste  Foi,  Quebec ?,  Canada , NT  #212 

(Reprinted  by  permission  from  Dick  Hanscom's  ALASKAN  TOKEN  COLLECTOR 
AND  POLAR  NUMISMATIST , Jan.  20,  1982)  (revised) 

There  is  a new  batch  of  Restrikes  of  Canadian  trade  dollars  minted  by 
Pressed  Metal  Products  of  Vancouver,  B.C.  from  original  dies.  I beli- 
eve some  medallions  were  also  restruck.  These  Restrikes  were  struck  on 
thick  shiny,  39mm,  brass  planchets,  but  ten  issues  were  struck  on 
thick  silver-plated  planchets.  The  Originals  were  all  struck  on  much 
thinner  planchets  (mostly  BRASS)  and  lack  the  brilliant  shiny  brass 
surface  of  the  restrikes. 

One  of  the  Restrikes  is  the  extremely  rare  1975  Whitehorse,  Yukon  Terr, 
silver  anniversary  trade  dollar  - originally  struck  in  silver-plated 
bronze  with  a mintage  of  500  - and  most  given  to  VIPs.  The  Restrikes 
come  in  both  brass  and  silver  plated.  The  chances  of  any  collector 
getting  an  original  1975  Whitehorse  silver  anniversary  trade  dollar  are 
very  slim. 

A second  scarce  (worth  $20)  1961  Victoria  County  (Lindsay,  Ont)  Centen- 
nial trade  dollar  was  originally  struck  in  copper.  Restrikes  are  known 
in  brass. 

These  new  re9trikes  will  in  no  way  lower  the  value  of  the  original  speci- 
mens as  fortunately  it  is  easy  to  distinguish  the  originals  form  the  re- 
strikes by  the  thickness  of  the  planchet.  However,  the  great  danger 
lies  in  the  restrikes  being  sold  as  originals  by  those  not  familiar  with 
the  originals  arid  restrikes,  and  also  in  new  collectors  accepting  them 
as  originals.  T hope  in  the  future,  if  they  must  be  made,  that  the 
word  RESTRIKE  or  R can  be  engraved  on  the  die  from  which  restrikes  are 
made . 

Unfortunately,  Pandora's  box  has  now  been  opened.  Any  of  our  private 
mints  can  restrike  any  trade  dollar,  medallion  or  token  for  which  they 
still  retain  the  dies.  If  this  practice  continues,  it  is  going  to  make 
it  very  confusing  to  tell  the  originals  from  the  restrikes.  This  could 
cause  many  collectors  and  dealers  to  leave  the  field  of  trade  dollars, 
medals  and  tokens.  Over  a decade  ago,  the  mints  in  India  restruck  a 
great  many  coins  in  proof  condition  beginning  wiht  those  dating  as  far 
back  as  1835.  This  killed  the  India  series,  and  it  has  never  recovered 
even  though  the  restrikes  are  not  difficult  to  tell  from  the  originals. 

(Anyon.e  interested  in  Dick  Hanscom's  ALASKAN  TOKEN  COLLECTOR  AND  POLAR 
NUMISMATIST  can  write  him  at  P.O.Box  2822,  Fairbanks,  AK  99707) 

********************************************************************** 

COINING  RIGHTS : In  1770  Austrian  Emperor  Leopold  I granted  coining 

rights  to  his  Dukes.  Only  Nicholas  Eszterhazy  exercised  those  rights 
then . 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Carling  Gresham,  P.  0.  Drawer  580,  Pomona  jjark;_Fla^  32081:  WANTED  - 

Anything  written  by  or  about  Jose  Toribio  Medina.  Conducting  census 
of  numismatic  works  for  bio-bibliography  for  NI  BULLETIN.  Owners' 
names,  addresses  unnecessary;  just  title  or  C-S  number  and  condition. 

I will  purchase  any  items  for  sale,  including  Borchert  reprints,  but 
no  recent  reprints,  please. 

METROPOLITAN  WASHINGTON  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION:  Convention  at  the 

Sheraton  Hotel  & Exhibition  Center  in  New  Carrollton,  Maryland  from 
9-11  July  1982.  Those  wishing  to  exhibit,  please  contact  Howard  A. 
Daniel,  III  or  Stuart  T.  Eisen.  There  will  be  meetings  of  NI/ONS 
and  IBNS/SPMC/WPCC , possibly  on  July  10th.  Write  to  P.  0.  Box  9126, 
Alexandria,  VA  22304--0126,  or  call  (703)  823-2863  (Daniel)  or  (301) 
530-5400  (Eisen). 

RevMex,  Sunset  Ridge  Road,  Ozawkie,  Kansas  66070:  The  rare  A.N.S. 

1921  and  1928  monographs  by  Howland  Wood  on  the  coinage  of  the  Mexi- 
can Revolutionists  have  been  reprinted  by  the  Revolutionary  Mexican 
Historical  Society  in  their  May  1982  issue  of  The  Mexican  Revolution 
Reporter.  For  information  on  membership  in  RevMex  and  on  the  avail- 
ability of  back  issues  of  MRR , contact  Verne  R.  Walrafen  at  the 
society  address  above. 

Jayant  J.  Ruparel,  P.  0.  Box  42882,  Nairobi,  Kenya:  WANTED  - Follow- 

ing coins  of  East  Africa,  best  prices  paid.  Y1  (Proof),  Y2,  Y2a,  Y3, 
Y14 , Y15 , Y16  and  1918H  date  of  Y13. 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  attribution  committee  will  accept,  from 

NI  members  only,  any  numismatic  item,  whether  paper,  metal  or  what- 
ever for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6) 
MAXIMUM.  The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including 
sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to  NI 
Attribution  Committee,  Box  57  - Saugatuck  Station,  Westport,  Conn. 
06880,  U.S.A.  Please  include  your  name,  full  address  and  NI  membership 
number . 

******************** ************************ ************************* 
BRACTEATES 


Thin,  uniface  silver  coins  are  called  Bracteate  Denarii  because  they 
are  the  successors  of  Charlemagne's  denarii  instituted  300  years  be- 
fore. These  thin  coins  predominated  in  German  lands  and  were  issued 
by  principalities,  abbeys,  bishoprics  from  about  1140  until  not  long 
after  1200.  First,  crude  and  primitive  in  design,  they  became  quite 
detailed  with  portraits,  churches  and  ornamental  designs.  Bracteates 
are  found  in  hoards  dating  only  a few  decades.  Reason:  rulers  chang- 

ed designed  very  frequently  as  a safeguard  for  the  integrity  of  the 
coinage.  Many  designs  and  variations  can  be  found  issued  by  the  same 
ruler  in  a few  years  span. 

********************************************************************* 
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